
ForUM’s submission to the Post-2015 Declaration

ForUM welcomes the fact that the Stocktaking session in January and the co-chairs’ Elements Paper
for the Declaration both recognize the important principles which need to permeate the Post-2015
Development Agenda.

The Post-2015 Development Agenda represents a marked shift in the development paradigm. We
are finally at a point where the global community is setting out on a path to not only advance
development, but to achieve sustainable development. Furthermore, our joint ambitions and
aspirations for the future are no longer just for the 50 percent or for the two thirds, but for all men,
women and children of the world.

However, Post-2015 principles need to be operationalized in order to ensure that everyone, in every
country and region pull in the same direction and to achieve coherence. ForUM believes that the
Post-2015 Declaration can serve this purpose, and proposes two broad aims with a Declaration:

First, the Declaration must be visionary. It must emphatically and unequivocally state the type of
future we want to create: A future where no one lives in poverty; where human rights are respected
and fulfilled; where women and men are equals; where every child and adult, no matter where they
were born or which group(s) they are part of, have equal opportunities; where societies are
peaceful; and where progress on human development goes hand in hand with protecting and
preserving the earth and its climate.

Secondly, it must help translate political vision into transformative actions. While the vision of
the post-2015 Development Agenda must serve as a “call to action” and strive to ensure the
political engagement needed, the call for transformative actions are needed to ensure that our joint
vision is translated into concrete implementation on the ground. This requires principles which are
commonly understood and that countries can practically apply in their own development plans
when interpreting our global goals and targets.

We believe that there are four principles that speak to both the vision and the transformative
effect of the new sustainable development agenda:

1. Sustainability

The declaration must ensure that all three dimensions of sustainability - economic, social, and
environmental - are taken into account when every target or indicator is being shaped or
interpreted. This is the only way to avoid silo thinking, and ensure coherence in the framework.

A healthy environment and its equitable governance enable sustainable economic development
and poverty eradication. The post-2015 Declaration should call for a holistic approach which will
guide humanity to live in harmony with nature, and lead to efforts to restore the health and integrity
of the Earth’s eco-, and climate systems.



2. Human rights

Addressing discrimination and injustice is fundamental for translating the vision into transformative
action. Thus, the post-2015 declaration must be built on the principles and standards of human
rights, with the aim to respect, protect and fulfill all human rights and fundamental freedoms
on a basis of human dignity, equality and non-discrimination.

The political declaration must also reinforce international human rights commitments, laws and
standards; pledge consistency of the post-2015 agenda with existing human rights obligations; as
well as reaffirm the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of all
human rights. The declaration should also resolve to ensure the implementation, by State Parties,
of international human rights treaties.

Furthermore the post-2015 political declaration must ensure the inclusion of the rights of
marginalized and vulnerable groups which are often deprived of their fundamental rights, with
explicit references to indigenous persons, persons with disabilities, women, children and minorities,
throughout the framework in line with international human rights laws and standards.

The declaration must also ensure that the answerability of human rights responsibilities is clearly
defined, and that plans and deliverables are made transparent to the public, inclusive to
citizens, and subject to regular public reporting.

3. Addressing inequality

To recognize the truly transformative potential of the new framework, the Declaration must
prioritize equity for every child, woman and man. It must make explicit reference to:

a. The commitment that ‘no target be considered met unless met for all social and
economic groups’ – translating support for ‘Leaving No one Behind’ from principle to practical
application.

b. The prioritization of action for the poorest and most marginalized people, putting the
‘furthest behind first’ and closing gaps between groups by setting national interim ‘stepping
stone’ equity targets.

c. The need for quality, coverage and timely availability of disaggregated data.

4. Universality

Finally, the declaration must underline the universality of the goals, targets and principles in the
post-2015 agenda, and the need for global coherence for success. While different goals and targets
will need more effort to reach in different states and regions, the declaration must reinstate that
every target must be fully implemented in every state.

Member States must all agree to change, each with its own approach, but each with a sense of the
global common good. (SG synthesis report, Para 48). The post-2015 declaration must uphold the
responsibility that all countries will have to achieve all goals within their own countries, as well
as taking into account their impact on other countries, and to contributing to progress beyond
their borders. It must recognize not only the shared global challenges, but also the obligations,
ownership and accountability of every country to respond to the needs of all the others.


