
Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals –
The German Case



- founded on December 12th 1992 after the UN conference on Environment and Development (“Rio Conference“)
- Main objective is to coordinate German NGOs in international political processes on sustainable development



Next 30 minutes…

• Implementation of the SDGs in Germany: Structure and central
stakeholders

• German National Sustainable Development Strategy

• Ways of Influence: Civil Society

• Instruments and Measures: Civil Society
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German Sustainable Development Strategy
a.k.a the National SDG Implementation Plan

- published in 2016
- “new“ edition of national strategies for sustainable development
- independent national set of indicators (63, now 68)



Case of Germany:
Two parallel monitoring systems in place
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→ engagement of civil society



Main instrument to engage civil society
→Annual „Forum Sustainability“

(open to all)

+ Additional New Format
→ The „Dialogue Group“

(15 + 5)



Activities by civil society I: Shadow Reporting



Activities by civil society II: Shadow Monitoring

https://www.2030-watch.de/



The case of Germany: Pros and Cons

• Very quick start of
implementation

• Strong sustainability architecture

• Top-level government support

• High awareness for civil society
engagement

• Ongoing support on 
international level

• Low impact: SDGs play hardly
any role in political decision-
making

• National implementation plan is
weak

• Low interest (e.g. parliament, 
media, public…)

• Mixed commitment by civil
society



Thank You!

Contact Information:

Elisabeth Staudt
Policy Officer National Sustainability Policies

Tel: +49 (0) 30 / 678 1775 916
Email: staudt@forumue.de

mailto:staudt@forumue.de

